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Underdog was jogging in the park one summer 
day, when he heard the jingling bells of an ice-cream 
truck. “Pll stop for a lick of ice cream on a stick,” 


he said to himself. 


When he reached the truck, he found the driver 
standing beside it with a puzzled look on his face. 
“Tm sorry, Underdog. I can’t sell you any ice cream. 
It’s all gone! The truck was almost full at the last stop, 
but now there are just these little silver nuggets.” 

“Oh, dear!” said Underdog. “I really fear there’s 
foul play here!” 


That night, on her television show, Sweet Polly 


Purebread reported the mystery. "Ice cream disap- 
peared from trucks all over the city today,” she said. 
“Mr. Van Nilla, president of the company, said that 
valuable silver nuggets have been found in all of the 
trucks. But he is worried about the city’s children, 


who miss their favorite treat." 
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Then she continued, “In order to solve the mystery, 
I, Polly Purebread, will hide in the back of one of the 


trucks and find out who is taking the ice cream." 


The next day, Polly hid in the back of an ice-cream 
truck. Moments later, across town, Underdog’s ultra- 
sonic hearing picked up her cry for help: “Oh, where, 
oh, where has my Underdog gone? Oh, where, oh, 
where can he be?” 

Leaping into the air, Underdog cried, “When 
Polly’s in trouble, I am not slow. It’s hip, hip, hip, and 
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Underdog flew through the air in search of Polly, 


using his sensitive ears to follow the tinkling bells of 
the truck. 

But when he landed, he found only the worried 
driver. Sweet Polly and the ice cream were gone. In 
the back of the truck were some more of the small 


silver nuggets. 


Underdog quickly made his plans for finding Sweet 
Polly. "РІЇ follow a truck, and from on high, ГІЇ see 
what mischief I can spy,” he said, soaring through 
the air once more. 

He flew to the ice-cream factory, where he saw 
that another truck was just leaving. Underdog flew 
along, high above the truck. With his atomic vision, 


he watched its every move. 
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Suddenly Underdog saw two little green men come 
out of the bushes by the side of the road. One of them 
pointed his long feelers at the truck. At once, ice- 
cream bars flew out of the truck and through the air 


toward a small spaceship parked among the bushes. 


Underdog swooped to the ground just as the space- 
men entered their ship and closed the door. Anxiously 
he peered through a window. "I do declare, Sweet 


Polly’s in there," he exclaimed. “То enter will take 


all my might, when the door is locked so very tight.” 


Underdog took a mighty run and landed against 

the door. It groaned with the strain but didn't open. 

“If at first you don’t succeed, try till you perform 

your deed,” he said firmly, running at the door again. 


This time it popped open. 
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Inside the spaceship, Polly sat among stacks of ice- 
cream bars. "ОБ, Underdog, I knew you'd find me,” 
she cried. “I was riding in the truck, when suddenly 
I felt myself flying through the air with hundreds of 
ice-cream bars. I landed in this ship. I’ve tried to talk 


to these men, but all they do is ring bells at me.” 
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Underdog soon discovered that the men were try- ^ 
ing to talk to Sweet Polly. They spoke so fast that 
their words sounded like bells ringing. 

Using his superpowers, Underdog speeded up his 
voice to match theirs. While Sweet Polly listened, 
Underdog and the little green men talked together in 
sounds that jingled: “Ring, ding. Ding, ring, ting, bing.” 


After a few moments, Underdog turned to Sweet 


Polly. “These nice little men are in need of aid. A plan 
to help them must be made! They really don’t mean 


any harm. To them, you see, ice cream has charm.” 


Underdog led Sweet Polly and the spacemen to the 
nearby ice-cream factory. They walked into the sur- 
prised Mr. Nilla’s office. Sweet Polly and Underdog 


said, “Good afternoon.” 


The two green men said, “Dingle, ding." 


Underdog told Mr. Nilla that the little men had 


taken his ice cream. "You see, ice cream is their 


favorite food. They tried to make it, but they never 
could. So they came to earth, where they could get 


some to take back to the planet they came from." 


“That’s right, Mr. Nilla," Sweet Polly said. “You 
see, when these little men talk, they sound like bells 
ringing. They thought that the bells on the trucks 
were speaking their language and that they had per- 


mission to exchange the ice cream for silver nuggets.” 


“No one should have to go without ice cream!” 
Van Nilla declared. "ГІЇ make a landing place on the 
roof of my factory. Our new friends can come here 
every week and fill their spaceship with ice cream to 


take back to their planet.” 


The little green men jingled with delight. 
“Now,” Mr. Nilla added, “‘let’s have a party before 
they go home with their first load of ice cream!” 


Underdog flew through the town, telling all the 


people about the party. 


Everyone ran to the factory, and, with Underdog, 
Mr. Nilla, Sweet Polly, and the two little green men, 
they ate ice cream until they couldn’t eat any more. 

Then they all went to the spaceship and waved 
good-bye as the happy spacemen left for home with 


their load of ice-cream bars. 


As the spaceship disappeared in the distance, Un- 


derdog said wisely, “When you hear a bell ring, you 
must listen, it’s true. It may really have something 


| to say to you!” 
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